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The Publication of your MINERVA PARK COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

2012 in Review
In addition to monthly reports
presented in the “Villager,” Mayor
Eisentrout has requested that the
various Village departments and the
Community Association provide
annual wrap-ups. Here is a
summary of 2012 ...
MP Community Association
By Lisa Craddock Thitoff, MPCA
President ... For your Community
Association, 2012 was a productive
year.
MinervaFlora (chair Bob Gale)
clean-ups were done in April and
November. The annual garden tour
took place 2 days after the derecho,
so a bit of clean-up was necessary
for the tour gardens, and one was
closed to visitors. The Garden
Award was given for the summer
garden. The Village's beautifully lit
houses were judged in the Festival
of Lights. Minerva Lake Road, east
of the Community Building, was
wonderfully lit, but Wildwood Road
also had an abundance of lights this
year. The entrances and spillway
needed some plantings replaced, so
the grasses were taken care of in
the spring, and hollies were replaced
by taxus in late fall.
The Green Team was very
effective this year, as committee
chair Jen Pauken reports. The
Community Garden was successful
in 2012, and there will be plots
available in 2013. Some members
did classroom visits at Hawthorne

Elementary and presented a basket
of produce and flowers to the school
as a thank-you for letting us use
their land. Seedlings were grown
and donated to the Children's
Committee to give at the Easter Egg
Hunt. Various articles were printed
in the Villager. The Green Team
achieved the designation of
Greenspot, showing Minerva Park's
commitment to sustainability and
eco-mindedness. For 2013, they
look forward to a Tree City USA
designation and to hosting various
speakers.
The Children's Committee (chair
Glenda Morris) hosted the annual
Easter Egg Hunt and Halloween and
Christmas parties. Glenda and her
helpers helped to make Family Fun
Night a success. As a side note,
Glenda and husband Andy were
awarded the NCC President's Award
both for their efforts with the
Children's Committee and their
street rep positions. Glenda and her
helpers are great at putting together
creative, fun parties.
New to our Villager newsletter
(editor Sharon Bierman) have been
the "getting to know you" profiles,
suggested and submitted by Rose
Hart, letting us know about fellow
residents. This has been a
welcome addition to our monthly
newsletter.

continued on page 5

Legal Notice
The 2012 year-end financial statements
for the Village of Minerva Park are
available for review at the Village
administrative offices (2829 Minerva Lake
Road) on Monday, Wednesday, and
Friday 9a to noon.
Lynda P. Sudderberg, Fiscal Officer
Village of Minerva Park

Variance Request
March 11, 7p, Community Bldg.
Attend a PUBLIC HEARING to
consider a Planning & Zoning variance
request. Marion Investment Company,
5236-5272 Cleveland Ave., for a child
care center.

MPCA Plant Sale
Order form on page 2.
MARCH DATES
2 (1p) ............... Butterflies & Birds
5 (7:30p) ......... Planning & Zoning
9 (7p) ......... Council Work Session
10 (4p) ......... Community Gardens
11 (7p) .............. Variance Request
11 (7p) ................ Council Meeting
13 (8:30a) ................. Mayor’s Court
13 (7:30p) ............... MPCA Meeting
19 (7:30p) ................... Green Team
20 (5p) .............. Villager Deadline
27 (8:30a) ................. Mayor’s Court
30 (11a) ................ Easter Egg Hunt
30 ............... Scholarship Deadline

Page 2

The Villager - March 2013

MPCA News
Easter Egg
Hunt

MPCA Plant Sale
10” Hanging Baskets - $18 each
Calibrachoa

___yellow

Wave Petunia
Impatiens

Saturday, March 30 • 11:00a
Hawthorne School
Underwritten
Join us for one of
by your $20
the more popular
MPCA dues
children’s events of
the year. Please bring your
own camera to capture pictures
with the Easter Bunny! For
ages 1 year and older ... bring
a basket.
As always, we need
volunteers to help with the setup and running the event. Call
Glenda Morris at 882-2359 if
you can help in any way. •

Newcomers
Committee
Our thanks to outgoing chair
Marie Takacs for her service in
welcoming new residents for the
past three years, retiring to
spend more time with her family.
Please welcome Deborah
Ford as our new greeter. If you
know of a new neighbor or find
yourself next to a house for sale,
please contact her (dford_
29464@yahoo.com, 339-4226).
Do you know of local
businesses that would offer
discounts to Village residents?
Let Deborah know so she can
add those treats to the welcome
packages that she takes to new
residents. •

Ivy Geraniums

___purple

___pink

$

___blue ___rose ___purple

___pink

$

___mixed
10” Hanging Baskets - $20 each

$

___blue

Fuschia

___red ___white ___pink

$

___purple/pink ___pink/red
Flower Flats - $15 each (36 plants)

$

Green Leaf Begonia
Impatiens

___lavender

Coleus

___white

___pink

$

___red

___white

___pink

$

___wizard mix

$

___carefree mix

Marigold

___orange

Zinnia
Wave Petunia
Pepper
Tomato

___red

___yellow

___mix

$

___giant mix ___dreamland mix
Flower Flats - $8 each (6 plants)

$

___blue ___rose ___purple
Vegetables - $3 each (3” pot)

___pink

$

___sweet banana ___better belle
___beefsteak ___early girl ___roma
___cherokee purple ___sweet 100 cherry
Herbs - $3 each (3” pot)
___Italian basil ___dark opal basil ___ Greek oregano
____Tuscan blue rosemary ___mother of thyme
___cilantro ___flatleaf parsley ___dill

$

$

Optional - $5 delivery within Minerva Park

$

TOTAL

$

Deadlines
Apr. 20 - Orders & Payment
May 10, 5:30p - Pick-up at
3071 Minerva Lake Rd.

Special Requests? Call
891-2166. Plants are based
on availability. We will call
you if substitutions become
necessary. The vendor is
DeMoyne’s. Contact Lisa at
891-2166 with questions. •

$

Print Name, Address, Phone, Email

The Villager - March 2013

Page 3

MAYOR’S REPORT
Lynn Eisentrout

As I sit in my office writing my
report to you, the snow is falling,
and I try to remember that spring
arrives, officially at least, on March
20. While Minerva Park is simply
lovely after a fresh snowfall,
especially at night, I am looking
forward to the warmer weather to
begin gardening and planting my
flowers.
Employment Opportunity: Our
Code Enforcement Officer, Dave
Hays, has asked to retire to spend
more time with his family. He has
graciously offered to continue his
employment with the Village until a
replacement can be found. The
Code Enforcement Officer is a parttime position with an hourly rate of
$14-$18, depending upon
experience, and does not include
benefits. Duties include addressing
code violations and enforcing
various building, maintenance, and
zoning codes. This position is
supervised by the Mayor and should
have the ability to maintain good
working relationships with the
Mayor, the Village Council, and the
Planning & Zoning Commission.
Minimum qualifications include but
are not limited to: must be 21
years of age, possess a high school
diploma and college and/or code
enforcement training or equivalent

MAYOR’S
OFFICE HOURS
M – 8a-1p and 4p-6p
Tu – 4p-6p
W, F – 8a-noon
Th – by appt
Sat, Mar 9 – 10a-noon

experience. The successful
applicant must maintain a valid
State of Ohio driver's license and
pass a background check. For more
information about this position,
please visit minervapark.org and
contact me at 882-5743 or
mayor@minerva park.org.
Operation Donation: Nineyear-old Sarah Graves, a Hawthorne
Elementary School student and
Village resident, has asked to
conduct a clothing and toy drive for
a Leadership Project. A receptacle
will be placed in the Community
Building through April 30 to accept
gently used or new articles of
clothing and toys. Collected items
will be distributed to needy families
in our immediate area and in other
northeast Columbus communities.
For more information, you may call
Sarah at 794-3187.
Golf Course: As you know,
the Village Council has placed a
bond issue on the May ballot. The
purpose is to issue bonds in the
amount $1.4 million to acquire an
amount of land (approximately 52
acres) to improve and equip a 9-hole
golf course. The anticipated cost
per $100,000 evaluation is $87/year.
Please visit minervapark.org/
legislation to view the legislation
and a fact sheet to assist you in
calculating what YOUR cost will be
as related to your home's value. A
Town Meeting has been tentatively
scheduled in April, so please watch
for further information either via the
U.S. mail (postcards) or in the
Villager. The purpose of this
meeting will be to provide an
opportunity to meet the developers,
review plans for the property (both
with and without a 9-hole course),

and review any
additional
information we have by April. For
those of you who were living here in
2004, you will remember the wellattended Town Meeting held at
Hawthorne Elementary School when
Dominion Homes proposed the
purchase and development of this
same property. Similar to that
meeting, there will be an organized
opportunity to pose questions to the
developer and to your elected
officials. As you can see, this is a
work in progress, and we are
working very hard to provide you
with as much information as
possible so you have the tools you
need to make an informed decision
in May.
Meetings: On January 29, I
met with Boy Scout Troop 007 that
has helped with the Christmas
Carriage Rides for at least the past
seven years, to help them earn their
government/civic merit badge. We
discussed everything from gun
control and how it relates to
violence in the schools and society,
access to elected officials, bullying,
and the different forms of
government in villages, townships,
and cities. What a wonderful group
young men. It was so nice to see
that level of involvement in the
parents and troop leaders.
MPCA Volunteer Coordinator
and Minerva Lake Road resident
Bonnie Townsend held a Volunteer
Appreciation Dinner on February 10,
which both Chief Nuesse and I
attended. Chief Nuesse spoke
about safety and block watch
issues, and I answered questions
about the golf course and other
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Village-related issues.
AEP Tree Trimming: I have
periodically met with both the AEP
Forester and the Asplundh Tree
Company representatives and crew
members throughout this project. I
have not received any reports of
problems or concerns from our
residents. Please let me know if
you have any. The Tree Trimming
Program should conclude by the
end of February, depending upon
the weather.
Guest Speaker: Gary Comer
from the Ohio Department of Natural
Resources spoke about goose
control before the Council's final
reading of Ordinance 5-2012 at the
February 11 Council meeting.
Unfortunately, resident attendance
was very light; nonetheless, some
good information was shared, and
excellent questions were raised.
All Council members were
present for the regular Council
meeting on February 11.
EMS/Fire: Chief Rick
Hoechstetter reported that the
Village is still using a vehicle on
loan from Columbus while our EMS
vehicle is repaired at an estimated
cost of $6,300. Repairs include
replacing a cooling unit in the
engine block and the head gasket
and fuel injectors. Chief
Hoechstetter provided the
necessary information to both the
Village Council and our Law Director
to enable a first reading of
legislation to contract with a
company for EMS billing. Under
this contract, Village residents will
not be billed. Chief Hoechstetter
also reported that Medic 119 paid a
visit to Brownie Troop 8079 at the
Lutheran Church in Westerville to
assist them in earning their medical
merit badge.
Police: Chief Kim Nuesse
reported part-time Officer Michael
Myers has been hired.
Minerva Park Community
Association: Councilman Dave
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Way reported that a formal meeting
was not held in January because
there was no quorum.
Northland Community
Council: Mayor Eisentrout
reported for Bob Gale. Christine
Cullen, from Columbus, reported on
the progress of the Northland Plan.
The President's Award Banquet will
be held on April 11 at Villa Milano.
Shredding Day is scheduled for
Saturday, April 13, from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. at the former Kohl's store on
Morse Road.
The following committee reports
were made:
Community: Councilman Dave
Way reported that the Green Team
will host a speaker on Saturday,
March 2, at 1 p.m. at the
Community Building. The program
will focus on butterfly and bird
habitats. Sign-ups for Community
Garden plots will be held on
Sunday, March 10, at 4 p.m. at the
Community Building. Community
Service Day (a/k/a Lake Clean-up
Day) is scheduled to start at 8 a.m.
on Saturday, April 27. Please meet
at the Community Building for
assignments. Contact Councilman
Way at mp-way@minervapark.org
with any questions.
Finance: Council President
Pam Park-Curry received approval of
the December financials totaling
$233,579.83 and for the January
financials totaling $133,625.67.
Legislation: Councilman
Richard McCreary asked the
Council to consider the following
legislation (minervapark.org/
legislation):
Resolution 2013-5 - Authorizing
the Mayor to contract for EMS
Billing. 1st reading.
Ordinance 5-2012 - Waterfowl
Feeding Prohibition. 3rd reading &
passage. All ayes.
Safety: Councilman Todd
Walter has been researching solar
lighting for the pillars at the court
entrances throughout the Village for

several years. He reported that the
current solar technology still hasn't
advanced enough to effectively
charge a light's batteries with our
level of sunlight.
Service: Councilman Roberto
Segovia has contacted SWACO
about the trash consortium because
our contract is up for renewal this
year. He reminded the Mayor to reregister with the ReTRAC system
for tracking the amount of refuse
collected in the Village.
Streets: Councilman Charles
Legg will begin inspecting the
Village for potholes in need of
repair.
New Business: A discussion
was held about power washing and
generally sprucing up the pillars at
Village entrances and at the courts.
One resident offered the use of their
water for power washing the Berry
Lane Court pillars. We have held
these discussions at past Council
meetings, and the Mayor again
cautioned that these older pillars
must be evaluated for structural
integrity before any power washing
takes place. More about this
subject later. •

Green
Team
Community
Garden 2013
Kick-off Meeting
March 10 • 4p
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Directory (editor Sharon
Bierman) and Membership. Our
new committee chairs Sid and
Bonnie Townsend along with Sharon
Bierman were instrumental in
getting the Directory out a bit
sooner in 2012.
I'd like to thank Marie Takacs
(Newcomers outgoing chair) for her
excellent and efficient job greeting
new residents for the past 3 years.
In 2012, Marie welcomed 22 new
families to the Village. She has
resigned the position to spend more
time with her family. Our new
greeter will be Deb Ford, so let her
knowof new residents at dford_
29464@yahoo.com.
The Christmas Carriage Rides
again were well attended. Thank
you to Santa and Mrs. Claus for
taking time out of their busy
schedule to pop in. And our
appreciation goes to Mayor Lynn
Eisentrout for taking time out of her
busy schedule to organize the
rides. We found out earlier in 2012
that the MPCA was given the NCC's
"Best Event Award" for our 2011
Christmas Carriage Rides.
Thank you to Sara and Maddie
Schumacher for organizing our
annual garage sale. The 2013
Garage Sale is being planned for
June 15. We are looking for
someone to organize this event.
Our Summer Music Series,
organized by Sid Townsend,
brought the Gas Pump Jockeys and
the Standard Time Band to the patio
by the lake for your enjoyment.
Bonnie Townsend, Street Rep
and Volunteer coordinator, did a fine
job finding volunteers and hosting a
sing-a-long earlier in the year.
Former Councilman Matt
Danzuso received the Duck Award
for the person having the most
impact on Minerva Park for 2012.
The Nancy Fischer Memorial
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Scholarship was awarded to
brothers Kevin and James Walsh
and will be available again in 2013
for a worthy Minerva Park student.
Fundraisers included the annual
plant sale, Family Fun Night, Wine
& Cheese at the pool, Garage Sale,
and maps of Minerva Park sales,
the latter donated by the Hard
family and offered by Rose Hart.
New events included a selfdefense course instructed by Police
Chief Kim Nuesse, yoga at the
Community Building, a spring Art in
the Park art fest, and Village-wide
luminaries (suggested and
organized by MPCA Vice President
and Councilman Dave Way).
A huge thank you to all of the
committee chairs and volunteers
you see listed above. Thanks also
go to Alan and Nayda Hipolite for
taking excellent care of the publicity
signs at the entrances, letting you
know what is happening in the
neighborhood, to Jeff Rigg for
moderating Candidates' Night, to
Bob Gale for chairing the Sunshine
Committee, to Bob and Dave Way
for bringing us the information from
the Northland Community Council
meetings, to the many people who
help (planned or unplanned) with all
of our events. You are very much
appreciated ... and to my husband
Steve for all his help and
understanding. One more thank
you to our nearby Meijer store for
their generosity in donating gift
cards to help with our events.
Please continue to underwrite
these events by paying your
Community Association dues of
only $20 annually.
It is the involvement of these
folks that make this Village a better
place to live. Please help us by
doing YOUR part. Contact me at
891-2166 to volunteer.
Fiscal Officer
By Lynda Sudderberg, Fiscal
Officer ... I joined the Minerva Park

team in late September and hit the
ground running. My 25 years of
experience in the accounting field
includes more than 19 years with
governmental entities, such as port
authorities, a solid waste district,
and the Ohio Department of
Development. I am also an actively
licensed Ohio CPA.
Since my arrival, there has
been a lot of work to catch up on,
and managing the budget was a
challenge as the year came to a
close. Additionally, the accounting
system the Village uses (provided
by the Ohio State Auditor) was
scheduled for a major upgrade at
year-end. This was a very positive
change because the new system is
more sophisticated, more
functional, and faster, but the
change took extra time to manage.
A summary of Village revenue
and expenses for 2012 follows:
Revenue
Property taxes ............................. $530,000
Income taxes.................................. 267,000
Pool fees .......................................... 78,000
Local government funds ................... 59,000
Fines & forfeitures ............................ 49,000
Other ................................................ 97,000
Total .......................................... $1,080,000
Expenses
Safety ........................................... $661,000
Leisure time activities ........................ 93,000
Basic utility services ........................ 135,000
General government ...................... 347,000
Other ................................................ 17,600
Total .......................................... $1,253,600
The Village used $173,600 of its
cash reserves in 2012, leaving
roughly $78,000 of General Fund
cash to start 2013. As I write, the
Village Council, Mayor, and
administration are in the midst of
developing the final 2013 General
Fund budget. Trying to balance the
budget with decreasing financial
resources is a serious challenge
and will require difficult decisions.
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As you may know, the State
Legislature reduced local
government fund distributions by
25% in 2012, and 2013 will see
another 25% reduction. This has
resulted in a $40,000 revenue
reduction for the Village. The
inheritance tax also has been
eliminated in 2013. The total
received by the Village from this tax
has exceeded $570,000 over the
past six years. While we couldn't
budget for this revenue, it did
provide significant resources to help
offset operating expenses. The
recession also has negatively
impacted property tax and income
tax receipts, which collectively
represent roughly 75% of total
Village revenue. The impact of
these changes has reduced our
revenue by 5.2% from 2011 to 2012
($59,000) and is projected to reduce
it another 4.5% in 2013 ($48,600).
Lower revenues mandate lower
expenses, and there are many
fiscal challenges on the expense
side. In an effort to fully maintain
existing services to residents, the
Village has budgeted expenses in
excess of revenue for the past two
years, using cash reserves to fill the
gap. Total General Fund expenses
increased by 4.4% from 2011 to
2012 ($53,000), but both years
came in below the amount
budgeted.
The largest portion of the
expense budget (roughly 50%) is
used to operate the Village Police
Department. Chief Nuesse has
done a tremendous job of managing
department expenses, ending both
2011 and 2012 well below budget.
The Chief is working hard on the
2013 budget and has trimmed it to
come in significantly below 2011
actual expenses.
The other half of the budget is
comprised of smaller operations and
administration budgets, and cuts
are being made and efficiencies
identified throughout. Chief
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Hoechstetter has proposed a very
lean EMS budget and will be
contributing to the revenue side by
implementing billing for EMS runs
outside the Village. General
administration of the Village is led
by Council and Mayor Eisentrout
who have assembled a very
competent team of part-time staff.
General government functions
include Mayor's Court, zoning, code
enforcement, land and building
maintenance, fiscal operations,
recreation and parks, and
management of legal, insurance,
and other services.
Minerva Park is a wonderful
place to live. As financial resources
for local governments become more
scarce each year, we must identify
ways to cut expenses while
maintaining the most important
aspects of Village life. We'll need
the Village's support as we try to
meet the challenges in a thoughtful
and successful manner.
Police Department
By Chief Kim Nuesse ... The
MP Police Department received the
grant funding in 2012 as shown in
the chart at the bottom of this page.
We also received a generous
donation of gently used office
furniture valued at several hundred
dollars from another government
agency in December.
New block watch groups were
formed, and we participated in
neighborhood meetings with
residents on Alder Vista, Lakewood,
Maplewood, and Minerva Lake
Road. We also welcomed new
officers to the department: Officer

Anna Tomaro and Officer Shawn
Hensley.
Other changes included the
formation of an investigative team
consisting of Detective Lt. Rex
Waldenmyer and Detective Curt
Kelly, to solve criminal cases
occurring in the Village. Last year
resulted in more successful
prosecutions and resolutions of
serious cases than in previous
years when that function was
outsourced to another law
enforcement agency. Our patrol
officers received additional training
in preliminary investigations and
crime scenes, which will increase
the quality of service to our
residents and businesses. Our
supervisors had advanced training in
management and leadership as part
of our focus on higher professional
standards.
Our 2012 statistics ...
Total Police Calls .............................. 12,684
911 Hang-up Calls .................................. 35
Administrative ..................................... 1,126
Alarm Drop ............................................... 6
Animal Complaint ..................................... 54
Assault ...................................................... 1
Assist Other Agencies ............................ 347
Auto Crash - Property Damage .............. 26
Bad Check, Forgery ................................. 2
Burglary .................................................. 19
Burglary Alarm ........................................ 98
Business Check ................................. 1,751
Call Complainant ..................................... 37
Civil Process ............................................. 1
Complaint, Report ..................................... 5
Contact Communication Center ................. 2
Deceased Person ..................................... 2
Dog Bite .................................................... 4
Domestic Complaint ................................. 33
Drunk, Driving Impaired ............................ 8

Item
Homeland Security Equipment Grant for two portable
radios and one mobile radio with accessories
Bulletproof Vest Partnership Grant to assist in
purchasing three ballistic vests for officers

Grant
Funds
$8,489.25

Village
Funds
none

$680.50

$680.50
matching
funds
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Emergency Run ........................................ 1
Emergency Squad Needed ....................... 5
Emotionally Disturbed Person ................... 7
Escort, Parade Detail ................................ 4
Fight in Progress ..................................... 26
Fire ......................................................... 10
Foot Patrol .............................................. 52
Hit Skip Auto Crash ................................... 6
Hit Skip Crash - Injury ............................... 2
Injury Crash ........................................... 16
Investigate Complaint ............................ 193
Investigation .......................................... 239
Juvenile Complaint .................................. 15
Meet Complainant ................................. 132
Missing Person ....................................... 18
Missing Person Located ............................ 7
Motorcycle, ATV Complaint ....................... 2
Narcotics Complaint ................................... 2
Neighbor Complaint .................................. 1
Officer in Trouble ....................................... 8
Open Door Found ................................ 204
Open Window Found .............................. 22
Person with a Gun .................................... 8
Person with a Knife ................................... 1
Prowlers ................................................... 1
Rape ......................................................... 1
Registration Check .................................... 1
Residence Vacation Check ................. 2,571
Road Blocked ......................................... 22
Robbery ................................................... 1
Robbery in Progress .............................. 11
Shooting .................................................... 1
Shots Fired ............................................... 6
Special Detail ..................................... 1,412
Stabbing, Cutting ....................................... 1
Stolen Vehicle ........................................... 1
Stolen Vehicle Recovered ......................... 2
Structure Fire ............................................ 1
Suicide Attempt .......................................... 3
Suspicious Person ................................ 128
Suspicious Vehicle ................................ 139
Theft ........................................................ 31
Theft in Progress ....................................... 4
Threats, Harassment ............................... 10
Traffic Detail ............................................ 39
Traffic Enforcement ............................. 2,315
Traffic Offense .................................... 1,297
Transport Arrested person ...................... 36
Unknown Nature ..................................... 46
Unknown Trouble ................................... 17
Vandalism ................................................. 8
Vehicle - Abandoned ................................ 3
Vehicle - Disabled ................................... 52
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Warrant Served - Felony .......................... 3
Warrant Served - Misdemeanor ................ 1
Mayor’s Court
By Christy Williamson, Clerk of
Courts and Police Clerk ... 2012
brought some changes for Mayor's
Court. With much sadness, we
said good-bye to our Magistrate
Chip Wetterauer, who passed away
unexpectedly this summer. We
were fortunate to find a most
commendable replacement. We
hired Eric Nordman, an attorney
who works and resides with his
family in Westerville. With this new
change, we also moved our court
date from every other Tuesday at 5p
to every other Wednesday at 8a.
Because most of the tickets
written by our officers are still
coming to Mayor's Court instead of
going to Franklin County Municipal
Court, our court continues to grow.
Below are the 2012 statistics:
To MP General Fund ................ $50,072.71
To MP Computer Fund ................. 1,834.00
Paid to State ................................ 15,426.08
Fire Department - EMS
By Chief Rick Hoechstetter ...
The Fire Department responded to
437 emergency calls in 2012,
representing an 18% increase over
2011 totals. This number
fluctuates, and it's good to see it
increasing ... it represents half of
the agreement we have with the
Columbus Fire Department that, in
turn, provides us with complete 911
Fire-Rescue-EMS coverage the
Village enjoys because of our
participation in the Franklin County
Automatic Response District. Four
percent of our calls in 2012 came
from Minerva Park, 12.5% from
Blendon Township, and 85.5% from
Columbus.
Members served a total of 5,282
hours in 2012. Eighty-four percent
of this total was paid medic hours;
the rest is volunteer time.
We participated in community

outreach programs, including the
nearly famous Firehouse Diner at
the Village Garage Sale in August,
fire safety programs during Fire
Safety week in October at
Hawthorne Elementary School,
CPR classes offered throughout the
year, and the continuation of the
File of Life Program, free to Village
residents. This program provides
free forms for residents to affix to
the front of their refrigerators to
provide critical medical information
in case of an emergency. Please
call the Station (882-3375) or email
firechief@minervapark.org if you
would like us to drop some off for
you to fill out.
The Fire Department did not
make any major capital
expenditures this year, although
ongoing maintenance costs on our
6-year-old truck continue to
gradually increase. The monitors,
radios, and the rest of the
equipment appear to remain in
proper working order. The
Columbus Fire Alarm Office rolled
out its latest upgrade to their
Computer-Aided Dispatching (CAD)
system, which was too big to fit on
our mobile data console (MDC), so
we had to upgrade it. The silver
lining is that we are nearly ready to
select a medical billing company for
non-resident runs, and one common
requirement specific to all medical
billing is access to a portable data
terminal. We hope that, whatever
billing authority is ultimately
selected, it will have a datacollection program small enough to
fit on our former MDC. We have
tested two programs that do.
I am both very pleased and
surprised to finally be able to report
that the Nextel rebanding effort
(exchanging our existing radios for
new digital radios in exchange for
the rights to our existing 800 MHz
bandwidth) is finally complete.
Nextel exchanged our three old
"brick style" walkie-talkies for three
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new digital models, giving us a total
of five. Because we are billed for
the privilege of using all EMS radios
in the Columbus system, we plan to
cache two of them, taking them the
out of circulation and saving those
operational costs, thereby giving us
a pair of spares for later uses.
Fire inspections continued, and
there were no major new issues to
report this year. Bureau of
Underground Tanks and Regulations
(BUSTR) advised that their plan to
issue an administrative order
requiring the Payless Quick Stop
(5620 Cleveland Avenue) ... to take
the necessary actions to remediate
the contamination issues that
remain following the 2007 removal of
their fuel storage tanks ... is on hold
because the owner has left the
country. The Tier I testing was
never completed. Efforts to
complete this testing are ongoing.
The 2012 run data are as
follows. We very proudly serve
Minerva Park.
Chest pain .............................................. 40
Difficulty breathing ................................... 41
Fire ........................................................... 1
Illness .................................................... 205
Injury ...................................................... 81
Vehicle-related ........................................ 36
Other ....................................................... 33
Planning & Zoning
By Sara Schumacher, Zoning
Clerk ... The Planning and Zoning
Commission had a productive year,
hearing many applications in 2012.
The past year included several
improvements sought by the Village
residents, who continue to maintain
and beautify their homes. The
Commission approved the following
permits for $687.85 in 2012.
Commercial Sign(s) ................................... 4
Fence(s) ................................................... 7
Home-based Business .............................. 6
Plumbing ................................................... 6
Zoning Compliance ................................... 4
Applications to be heard by the
Planning & Zoning Commission at
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their monthly meeting must be
submitted at least 15 days before
the scheduled meeting. If you have
questions, please call the Village
offices at 882-5743. In 2013, the
Planning & Zoning Commission will
meet on ...
Jan 8
May - tbd
Sep 3
Feb 5
Jun 4
Oct 1
Mar 5
Jul 2
Nov - tbd
Apr 2
Aug 6
Dec 3
Code Enforcement
By Dave Hays, Code
Enforcement Officer ... In 2012, 18
written violations were issued with
approximately 90% compliance.
They ranged from broken and
dilapidated fences; dilapidated
sheds; RV-trailer-camper parking;
improper disposal of trash, brush,
limbs, tires, concrete blocks, trash,
pallets; and repaving parking
surfaces. These were in addition to
the approximately two dozen grass
and weeds violations that were
written and taken care of. Twentyfive violations were issued directly to
residents verbally, again with more
than 90% compliance.
Some homes in the Village are
in the process of foreclosure. An
investigation of these properties
revealed the property preservation
groups responsible for upkeep,
enabling us to contact them and
have the issues rectified.
There is zoning legislation that
is being worked on with the
Planning & Zoning Commission that
we will present to council this year.
As always, please e-mail any
complaints or questions to mpze@minervapark.org.
Mayor’s Office
By Mayor Lynn Eisentrout ...
We began 2012 on a high note
when we received approval from the
Ohio Public Works Commission in
December 2011 for our 100% grant
application for the final street
improvement project on Jordan
Road, Park Lane Court, and Park

Lane Drive. With all of the Village
streets now milled and filled, we are
in "maintenance mode." We will
now concentrate on growing our
Street Fund to plan for future street
replacements and a strong
infrastructure.
In April, we held our first 5K run,
sponsored by the Children's Organ
Transplant Association (COTA), to
benefit a former Hawthorne
Elementary School student. Many
thanks to Alder Vista resident
Marnie Schultz and her colleagues
for organizing the event.
In mid-May we received the
good news that our application to
the Ohio Department of Natural
Resources (ODNR) for a $10,000
grant from the 2011 Ash Removal
and Canopy Restoration Grant Fund
had been approved with $5,000 in
grant money and $5,000 in
matching funds from the Village for
removal of ash trees from public
lands. We received our $5,000 from
the ODNR in February 2013.
A developer began to show a
genuine interest in the golf course
property, and the Village submitted
a Letter of Intent in June to the golf
course owners of our intention to
purchase the land to support a 9hole course and to discuss a
purchase price.
The June 29 storm is not one
many of us are likely to forget. We
experienced prolonged outages
(although most of us were up and
running within three or four days),
arcing wires, exploding
transformers, a fire, and a multitude
of uprooted and fallen trees. The
generosity and courtesy that
neighbors showed one another was
nothing short of amazing. It made
me so proud to live in our
community. I even received a
comment from a first-responder
(outside of the Village) about how
"nice" everyone seemed.
We were deeply saddened
when our Mayor's Court Magistrate,
Damon "Chip" Wetterauer passed
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away unexpectedly on August 22
while on vacation in South Carolina.
Chip was a modest man who served
the City of Westerville for many
years as a City Council member
(four terms), set fiscal standards,
and chaired the 2010 Charter
Review Board, among many other
notable accomplishments.
Also in August, I attended the
Joint Franklin County Preliminary
Damage Assessment meeting,
sponsored by the Federal
Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) to help us submit a request
for reimbursement of the expenses
we incurred from the clean-up in the
aftermath of the June 29 storm.
After also attending a September 4
meeting with FEMA reps and
several more meetings after that,
the deadline for submission was
extended to November 4. We have
not yet received that
reimbursement.
We were most appreciative of
the resident support shown for the
5-mill Replacement Levy on the
November 2012 ballot. This levy
generated $175,201.
In closing, I want to thank all of
our staff for their hard work and
dedication. In the spirit of trying to
make your tax dollars stretch as far
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as we can, we have implemented a
job-sharing approach to accomplish
as much as possible with our
limited staff resources. For
example, Sara Schumacher is the
Mayor's Administrative Assistant,
the Zoning Clerk, and the Deputy
Clerk of Courts. Christy Williamson
is our Clerk of Courts, undertakes a
support staff role of Police Clerk,
and assists Sara as needed. Both
of them also work with our Fiscal
Officer. In addition, we all answer
the phones and support each other
in the event of family emergencies
or illness.
I hope you will remember my
open-door policy. I welcome your
suggestions and will always listen
to your concerns. I am honored to
continue to serve as your Mayor. •

Ongoing yoga classes will continue
on Tuesday mornings at 9 a.m. at
the Community Building. Contact
Teri at 734-308-3884 for information.

Scholarship
Application Deadline
March 30
MP High School Seniors ... The
deadline to apply for the Nancy
Fischer Memorial Scholarship is
March 30. Applicants must be 1styear college students under age 21
(prospective or accepted) and
submit their own original materials.
Visit minervapark.org/scholarship/
to download the application. •

Butterfly &
Bird Habitats
The MPCA Green Team is
sponsoring a presentation by Beth
Richardson, native landscape
designer and member of Wild Ones
Columbus. Her topic is “Creating a
Bird and Butterfly Habitat in Your
Own Yard.” Village residents and
their guests are invited to her
presentation on Saturday, March 2,
at 1p. For further information,
contact Karen Cogley at 899-2024.

MP

Health & Wellness Consulting
Answers for all aspects of your life.
World-class energy, weight loss, nutrition,
and sports performance products by Advocare.

Adele Turjanica

623-9136

B.S., Natural Health, with a focus in Herbology
dellsadvocare@gmail.com
www.advocare.com/130116714

MP
RESIDENT

Initial consultation FREE
for Minerva Park residents.

RESIDENT

• Lawn Care
• Landscaping

• Leaf Clean-up
• Snow Removal

Joshua’s
Mowing & Trimming

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
joshuasmowingtrimming@yahoo.com

890-5316
890-5316 fax
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Mayor’s
Court
Mayor’s Court is open to the public
— our next sessions are March 13
& 27, 8:30 a.m. If you have
questions, please call 882-1408.
January 2013
Citation payments .................... 72
Village General Fund ........ $4,311
Computer Fund .................... $216
Remitted to the State ......... $1,372
Cap. Recovery System ......... $215
Franklin Co Muni Court .......... $54
Total Court Receipts ......... $6,167
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$

Village
Financials

If you have questions about
the information provided here,
please call the Fiscal Officer
at 882-5743.
January 2013
Beg balance general fund (adj) ......... $87,290
Receipts .......................................... $36,853
Disbursements ................................ ($88,992)
Ending balance ................................ $35,151

Minerva Park

Police
January - MP Police made 1 felony
and 2 misdemeanor arrests.
1-9 .... 9:19p, 5200 blk Elmhurst,
burglary reported
1-12 .. 11:20p, Gordon Food
Service, 5400 Cleveland Ave,
suspicious vehicle & person
1-14 .. 3:39p, 2600 blk Maplewood,
theft reported
1-19 .. 2:30p, 5400 blk Park Lane
Court, theft
1-31 .. 4:53p, 2600 blk Wildwood,
theft deception reported •

Advertise in

the
Must present coupon. Not valid
with any other offer. Expires 6-30-13.

Must present coupon. Not valid
with any other offer. Expires 6-30-13.

Villager
899-3755

10% up to $500 off
Must present coupon at time of
estimate to qualify. Limited offer.

MP
BUSINESS

444-7663
ROOFING • WINDOWS
SIDING • MASONRY

OFFER EXPIRES 6-30-13

OFFER EXPIRES 6-30-13

ABLE ROOFING
PREMIUM PRODUCTS
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• General Fitness
• Weight Loss & Lifestyle Management
• Sport-Specific Training
• Fitness for Adults 50+
• Youth Fitness & Coaching
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MP

Also offering Boot Camp Classes at
the Minerva Park Community Building
January 19 & 26
$7 • Space is limited.
RSVP by email or phone.
mwfitnessllc@gmail.com

Medic 119 ...
Where are you?

RESIDENT

January 2013

563-5596
Kevin Smith
ACE Certified Personal Trainer

KB

Kevin R. Bacon
Attorney at Law

• Wills & Trusts
• Special Needs Estate Planning
• Probate
• Real Estate
• Small Business
6641 N. High St. - Suite 209
Worthington OH 43085

(614) 785-6520 ext. 3
krb@appelhellstedt.com

In January, Medic 119 made 34
runs - 3 into Blendon Township
(exclusive of MP) and 1 into
Minerva Park, with 24 patients
transported to local hospitals.
20 members volunteered a
total of 588.5 hours for the month,
bringing the year-to-date total to
588.5 hours. Leading volunteers
for the month were Fank
Meredith (101 hours), Scott
Logdon (99 hours), and Timothy
Lockard (54 hours).

MP Runs
1-28 .... Ill Person

MP
RESIDENT

1 Hour Free
Consultation

Advertise in

the

Villager
899-3755

Painting, Pressure W
ashing
Washing
• Interior & Exterior
• Wood Restoration
• Waterproofing
• Decks - Roofs
• Cement - Stone - Brick - Siding - Stucco
• Concrete Driveways - cleaning & sealing
• More ...

370-1793

Jeff Howard
MP
RESIDENT

MP
FORMER
RESIDENT

PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage

PAID
Columbus, Ohio
Permit No. 1213

Dated material.
Deliver by Mar 1.

Minerva Park Community Association
2829 Minerva Lake Road
Columbus OH 43231

Save the Dates
Apr 27 - Community Service Day
Jun 9 - Summer Music Series
Jun 15 - Village Garage Sale
Jun 22 - Family Fun Night Underwritten
by your $20
Jun 30 - Garden Tour
MPCA dues
Jul 14 - Summer Music Series
Jul 27 - Wine & Cheese at the Pool
Aug 5 - Membership Drive
Aug 17 - Wine & Cheese at the Pool

Advertise in the Villager ... 899-3755
Ads start at $15 - discount on 6-month contracts

t he

Villag
er
illager

Sharon Bierman ................................................... 899-3755
fax 899-7731
sbierman@columbus.rr.com

MPCA President Lisa Craddock Thitoff ................. 891-2166
The Villager is mailed to all MP homes for delivery by the 1st
Monday of each month. Residents are invited to submit
articles & other items of interest. Use the drop box inside the
front door at the Community Building. The Villager reserves
the right to refuse publication of any item submitted. All items
presented for publication must include the contributor’s
signature and phone number. The Villager is online at:
minervapark.org/villager

777- 4806
MP
FORMER
RESIDENT
for 19 years!

4200 Roberts Road
Factory - Showroom
“See the Difference”

Michael Rosati

Gena Latimer
453-2086

GenaSells@GenaLatimer.com

MP
RESIDENT

110% dedication throughout the transaction

Next deadline:

Wednesday, March 20, 5p
Advertisers are included as a service to residents. We do not review their qualifications and are not responsible for consequences arising out of the services
provided. Residents should make their own investigation as to the ability and background of the person or company offering the services.

