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The Publication of your MINERVA PARK COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

2010 in Review
In addition to monthly reports
presented in the “Villager,” Mayor
Eisentrout has requested that the
various Village departments provide
annual wrap-ups. Here is a
summary of 2010 ...
Clerk-Treasurer
By Suzanne Coulter, ClerkTreasurer ... It is hard to believe that
I have been in this job for 13 years
already. A lot has changed since I
first began in 1998 – most of them
good – but my job as ClerkTreasurer definitely has become
more challenging.
The Human Resources duties
have increased the most during the
last two years with lots of
paperwork to fill out for Worker's
Compensation and for the different
types of insurance that the Village
has – health, life, dental, vision, and
general liability. But by my putting
time and effort into each of these
areas, Village taxpayers have been
saved $250,000 during the past two
years and into the next three years.
Although the Village is
obligated to honor public records
requests and continues to do so,
during the last two years, the
number of public records requests
have become an undue burden on
the Village. The Clerk-Treasurer's
office alone has spent more than 25
hours answering public records
requests – in addition to the many
hours spent by the Mayor's
Assistant and the Mayor. This

costs taxpayer money but more
importantly has prevented us from
devoting time to other
responsibilities or projects. The
many hours devoted to public
records requests could have been
spent seeking grant money to build
a new community building.
On the other hand, it has been
a pleasure to work with so many
people who really care about this
Village and do a lot of work for not a
lot of pay. I was proud to work with
the Mayor on two great projects last
year – the 2010 street project and
the 2010 pool project. I admire the
hard work she puts into all of the
grant applications she submits for
the Village. And it has been a lot of
fun to support the Community
Association and MPCA President
Lisa Craddock Thitoff in all the great
activities they do each year. A big
thanks to Lisa and to Dick Busick
for all of their hard work around the
Community Building and in all of the
Village lands to keep the Village
beautiful and the costs down.
Mayor's Assistant, Zoning Clerk,
Deputy Clerk of Courts Sara
Schumacher and Clerk of Courts
Christy Williamson have helped the
Village and my department get a lot
accomplished in 2010 and have
saved taxpayer dollars by agreeing
to pick up the slack and consolidate
three jobs into two (at an estimated
savings of appx. $13,000 annually).
Now to some specifics. The
continued on page 7

Planning & Zoning
Planning & Zoning
meetings have been moved
to the first Tuesday of the
month at 7:30p.

Coffee
with Council
Residents are invited ...
Monday, March 21
7:00p Community Building
to have “Coffee with Council.”
This is your opportunity to meet
with your Council Members and
discuss Village issues.

Advertise in

the

Villager
899-3755

MARCH DATES
1 (5p) ...................... Mayor’s Court
1 (7:30p) ......... Planning & Zoning
12 (8a) ....... Council Work Session
14 (7p) ................ Council Meeting
15 (5p) .................... Mayor’s Court
15 (7:30p) ................. Green Team
16 (7:30p) ............... MPCA Meeting
21 (7p) .......... Coffee with Council
23 (5p) ............. Villager Deadline
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MPCA News
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Mayor’s
Court

Medic 119 ...
Where are you?

Miner
a
MinervvaFlor
aFlora
Clean-Ups
Saturday, April 2
Saturday, April 9
8:00 a.m.
Meet at the Community Building,
bringing rakes and clippers, to
help with Minerva Park’s
gardening tasks. If you can help
at other times or have questions,
call Bob Gale at 882-8622.
Underwritten
by your $20
MPCA dues

January 2011
In January, Medic 119 made 26 runs 1 into Blendon Township (exclusive of
MP) and 3 into Minerva Park, with 21
patients transported to local hospitals.
24 members volunteered a total of
675.8 hours for the month, bringing the
total for the year-to-date to 675.8 hours.
Leading volunteers for the month were
Tony Williams (64.5 hours), Norm
Jones (59 hours), and Tom Pickett
(58 hours).

Mayor’s Court is open to the public —
our next sessions are Mar 1, 15, 29 at
5:00p. If you have questions, please call
Christy Williamson at 882-1408
(Community Building).
January 2011
Citation payments .................... 59
Village General Fund ........ $2,900
Computer Fund .................... $109
Remitted to the State ............ $559
Total Court Receipts ......... $3,773
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MP Runs
1-2 ...... Chest pains
1-5 ...... Chest pains
1-25 .... Chest pains

the

Villager
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Veterans
Memorial

MP
RESIDENT

Multi-Surface Care and Maintenance
Fine painting (inside and outside),
Wood Restoration, Pressure
Washing, Waterproofing, Cement,
Decks, Roofs, Stone, Brick, Siding,
Stucco, and more

882-7935
Jeff Howard

Several residents have solicited the support
from Council and the Mayor to construct a
Veterans Memorial.
The Village is ready to receive funds on behalf
of the citizens and hold them in a special account
set up for the memorial. If you wish to contribute,
please send your check to 2829 Minerva Lake
Road. It should be made payable to “Village of
Minerva Park” and should carry the notation
“Veterans Memorial.” No cash, please.
Also, let us know if you can help with
soliciting donations or procuring grant monies.
The scope of work and the timeline will depend on
how much money can be raised. Current
estimates range from $5,000 to $20,000. •
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MAYOR’S REPORT
Lynn Eisentrout

I hope everyone is staying safe
and warm during this long, snowy
winter.
Pool: We had our first meeting
in February to plan the season's
activities, discuss membership
fees, staffing, Discount Membership
Day, and the renovation project.
Please see the enclosed flyer for
details.
AEP Alarm: I am told by some
residents that they are still hearing
an alarm go off at all hours and for
long periods of time at the AEP
facility located on Westerville Road.
I have spoken to our AEP
Community Liaison and its Security
Department about the problem.
There have been multiple attempts
to break into their facility, thus
causing the constant alarm
problem. They will be investigating
the situation, and I will keep you
informed. Please let me know when
this happens so I can help them
track this activity.
Street Repair Project: The
project is finished, and we had the
good fortune to come in about
$58,000 under budget. Depending
upon the Local Government funding
and other budget cuts, I hope to
submit an application to the MidOhio Regional Planning
Commission and Ohio Public
Works Commission for funding to
mill and fill the end of Jordan Road

MAYOR’S
OFFICE HOURS
M – 8a-1p and 4p-6p
Tu – 4p-6p
W, F – 8a-noon
Th – by appt
Sat, Mar 12 – 10a-noon

and Park Lane Court and Drive and
make repairs to the curbs around
the little islands in the two cul-desacs. The application deadline, as
we now know it, is September.
Meet & Greet: About 50
residents attended the Meet &
Greet held on February 13 to
welcome Police Chief Kim Nuesse.
If you happen to see her out
patrolling, please welcome her to
our Village.
Veterans Memorial: The
Village has received its first
donation to the Veterans Memorial
fund from Kent Stanley. Many
thanks. Donations can be made to
this fund by sending a check made
payable to the "Village of Minerva
Park," 2829 Minerva Lake Road,
Minerva Park OH 43231. Designate
on your check “Veterans Memorial.”
See more information under the
Community Committee report by
Councilman Danzuso.
Coffee with Council: The first
2011 Coffee with Council will be
held March 21 at 7:00 p.m. at the
Community Building.
All Council Members were
present at the regular meeting held
February 14.
The following reports were
made:
Police: Chief Kim Nuesse
reported that a virus had infected
the Police computers, thus delaying
the monthly report. She will have
both the January and February
reports available as soon as
possible.
EMS/Fire: Chief Rick
Hoechstetter submitted his monthly
report. He and his officers continue
to work on their Policies and
Procedures Manual.
Planning & Zoning and Code

Enforcement:
Dave Hays
reported that
there was no P&Z meeting in
February because there were no
cases to be heard. He is
acquainting himself with the Village
code and the residential and
commercial boundaries.
Northland Community
Council: Lisa Craddock Thitoff
reported for Bob Gale that the
election of officers took place at the
February meeting, and a
representative from COTA made a
presentation.
Minerva Park Community
Association: MPCA President Lisa
Craddock Thitoff reported that the
Green Team, under Greg
Wittmann's leadership, is being
recognized for community service
and will be receiving the
Outstanding Citizen Award
(commonly known as the "Duck
Award"); the Green Team had a
speaker in January addressing the
Emerald Ash Borer problem; the
MPCA hopes to scan all of the old
Villagers to preserve them; the
NCC President's Award will be given
to Bonnie and Sid Townsend for
their many volunteer efforts in 2010;
and a scholarship totaling $500 will
once again be offered to a resident
graduating high school senior.
The following committee reports
were made:
Community: Councilman
Matthew Danzuso reported that the
Spring Lake Clean-up will be held
on April 30 from 8 a.m. to noon;
plans for the Safety Day are moving
along nicely; he received approval
from the Council to use a piece of
land in front of the Community
Building for the Veterans Memorial,

Page 4
but the size of the memorial will
depend upon the amount of
donations received. More on this
later.
Finance: Council President
Pam Park-Curry received approval
from the Council for the December
2010 and January 2011 financials
Legislative: Councilwoman
Sharon Bierman asked the Council
to consider the following legislation
(minervapark.org/legislation/):
Resolution 2011-1 - Entering
into a contract to provide vending
machines at the pool. First reading
accepted.
Resolution 2011-2 - Formalizing
a settlement agreement with Police
Sgt. Silverman. Three readings
waived; passed as an emergency.
Resolution 2011-3 - Accepting
the amounts and rates as
determined by the Budget
Commission and authorizing the
necessary tax levies and certifying
them to the County Auditor. Three
readings waived; passed as an
emergency.
Resolution 2011-4 - Contracting
with the Franklin County Sheriff's
Office for MP's dispatching services.
First reading accepted.
Resolution 2011-5 - Contracting
for general liability insurance. First
reading accepted.
Resolution 2011-6 - Authorizing
the funds to settle a moral claim
with Tom Shannon. Three readings
waived; passed as an emergency.
Resolution 2011-7 - Entering
into a contract for pool repairs
pursuant to an ODNR grant. First
reading accepted.
Ordinance 1-2011 - Updating
§1422, Residential Code of Ohio.
Second reading accepted.
Safety: Councilman Todd
Walter reported that Chief Nuesse
had scheduled overlapping, or split,
shifts for the February police patrol
that will be monitored.
Service: Councilman Roberto
Segovia had nothing to report.
Streets: Councilman Kent
Stanley reported that pot hole
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maintenance will begin in the
spring. There are some problem
areas on one side of Minerva Lake
Road that the Mayor will ask the
Engineer to inspect. •

Ukrainian Easter
Egg Workshop
Saturday, Mar 26 • 10a to 1p
Registrations required by Mar 12.
Small materials fee.
740-417-3131
klochko@earthlink.net

TIM the
HANDYMAN

370-1957

General Home Repairs
& Maintenance
Plumbing & Electrical
Ceiling Fans • Water Heaters
Clean Gutters
Garage Door Openers
You Buy It - I Install It!
Handy, top to bottom,
inside or outside

Red Cross Certified

BABYSITTER

Know emergency & poison control numbers,
how to mend injuries, CPR on children &
infants, what to do when for choking.

Taylor Fickes
794-1256 or 948-2298 home
746-9121 cell
taylor.rene.babysitting@gmail.com

Minerva Park

Police
December - MP Police made 3
misdemeanor arrests; all were
transported to the Franklin County
jail.
1-1 ...... 3:30p, 5400 blk Cleveland Ave,
rape reported
1-2 ...... 8:40p, 5200 blk Westbridge, grand
theft, burglary
1-7 ...... 9:08p, Accra African Intl Market,
5266 Cleveland Ave, false alarm
1-7 ...... 8:47p, 2800 blk Lakewood, missing
juvenile
1-11 .... 7:45a, 2800 blk Lakewood, assault
1-11 .... 9:07a, 3100 Minerva Lake Rd,
criminal damaging reported
1-12 .... 1:50a, Yasmin Market, 5444
Cleveland Ave, false alarm
1-15 .... 3:05p, 2900 blk Kerrwood, criminal
mischief reported
1-16 .... 11:42a, 2800 blk Lakewood,
missing person
1-16 .... 3:15p, Yasmin Market, assault
1-17 .... 7:18p, 2900 blk Berry Lane Ct,
domestic dispute
1-18 .... 5:45p, 5200 blk Westbridge Rd,
false alarm
1-18 .... 2:18p, 2800 blk Alder Vista, assault
1-20 .... 8:20a, 2800 blk Minerva Lake Rd,
theft reported
1-21 .... 2:09p, 5300 blk Ponderosa, theft
reported
1-21 .... 2:39p, 5200 Cleveland Ave, false
alarm
1-23 .... 5:00p, 2500 Woodley, grand theft
1-24 .... 8:33a, Hawthorne Elementary,
5001 Farview, assault reported
1-26 .... 5:35p, 5400 blk Cleveland Ave, theft
reported
1-27 .... 2:16p, 5300 blk Park Lane Dr,
medical run
1-28 .... 7:20a, Hawthorne Elementary, 2
assaults reported
1-28 .... 2:00p, 5200 blk Westbridge, false
alarm
1-29 .... 7:20p, Sam’s Barber Shop, 5294
Cleveland Ave, aggravated
menacing
1-30 .... 9:03a, 2800 blk Lakewood, assault
1-30 .... 5:30p, 5200 blk Westbridge, false
alarm •
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MPCA Flower Sale
10” Hanging Baskets - $18 each
Calibrachoa
Wave Petunia

___ blue

Impatiens

___ yellow ___ purple

___ pink

$

___ rose

___ pink

$

___ purple

___ mixed
10” Hanging Baskets - $20 each

Ivy Geraniums
Fuschia

___ red

___ white

___ pink

___ purple/pink
___ pink/red
Flower Flats - $15 each (36 plants)

$
$
$

Green Leaf Begonia

___ red

___ white

___ pink

$

Impatiens

___ red

___ white

___ pink

$

MPCA Pie Sale
8” pie ......................................... $10
There is a 4-day shelf life on fruit
pies and a 3-day shelf life on the
refrigerated cream pies.
#

Type
apple
banana cream

Coleus

___ carefree mix

___ wizard mix

$

Marigold

___ orange

___ yellow

$

Boston cream

$

cherry

Zinnia

___ dreamland mix
Flower Flats - $18 each (32 plants)

Wave Petunia

___ blue

___ rose ___ purple
___ pink
Vegetables - $3 each (3” pot)

$

chocolate cream
$

coconut cream

Pepper

___ better belle

$

lemon meringue

Tomato

___ baby belle

$

peanut butter

___ sweet 100
Herbs - $3 each (3” pot)

$

triple-berry

Cherry tomato
Basil

___

$

Basil, dark opal

___

$

Oregano, Greek

___

$

Rosemary, Tuscan blue

___

$

Thyme, mother of

___

$

TOTAL

Deadlines
Apr. 20 - Orders & Payment
May 7, 10a - Pick-up at
the Community Building
Plants are based on availability.
We will call you if substitutions
become necessary. Contact Lisa
at 891-2166 with questions. The
vendor is DeMoyne’s. •

$

Total

Deadlines
Apr. 13 - Orders & Payment
Apr. 23, 10a - Pick-up at
the Community Building
Name, Address, Phone

Name, Address, Phone

Contact Lisa Craddock Thitoff (at
891-2166) with questions. The
vendor is Just Pies. •
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Clerk-Treasurer’s
Report

If you have questions about the
information provided here,
please call Suzanne Coulter at
882-5743 (Community
Building) or at 891-7346 (h).

Must present coupon. Not valid
with any other offer. Expires 3-31-11.

January 2011
Beg balance general fund ........... $322,287.18
Revenue collected ......................... 23,244.60
Expenses .................................... (86,953.77)
Ending balance .......................... $258,578.01

Must present coupon. Not valid
with any other offer. Expires 3-31-11.

Advertise in

the

Villager

MP

899-3755

RESIDENT

2580 Jordan Road

We want to welcome you to FAITH LIFE FAMILY
CHURCH. We are a church where God is training His
people to live successfully in Him. FAITH LIFE FAMILY
CHURCH is a place where you can come, no matter your
situation, and meet a God who will elevate you to a higher
level of living. You will hear the word of God taught with
an opportunity for practical application in your everyday
life. You will meet a God who says nothing is impossible
for them that believe!

Nursery • Children’s Services
Youth Services

MP
FORMER
RESIDENT

Sunday 10:30a
Wednesday 7:00p

Living the Life Christ Created for Us to Live

898-7688
Pastor Dan & Kim Cascioli

Prayer Service
Friday 7:00p
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continued from page 1
General Fund carryover balance for
2010 was $322,287.18. This is up
from the carryover balance for 2009
of $265,746.80, mostly due to a
large estate tax check received in
October but also due to each
department working to keep their
expenses down during 2010.
Municipal Income Tax
collections were strong this year,
but increased only by $2,000 from
2009. I believe that the Income Tax
has leveled out at the current
amount and will not increase much
each year.
If you have watched the news
since the new Governor's election,
you have learned about two
proposals that most likely will
adversely affect Minerva Park's
General Fund. (1) The inheritance
tax may be eliminated. In 2010,
Minerva Park received an unusually
high inheritance tax of $230,793.71.
Although it is best practices to
never budget much for estate
revenue, any surprise estate
revenue received has always helped
Minerva Park keep property tax
rates down. (2) The Local
Government Fund may be
eliminated. This would mean a loss
in revenue to the Village of
approximately $78,000 annually.
The Village has not asked the
residents for new tax dollars since
2004, but if these revenue sources
are eliminated, the Council will have
to look at both spending cuts and/or
other revenue streams.
Police: The Police Department
continued in 2010 doing a great job
holding down their operating costs.
One new cruiser was purchased in
2010, and each officer received a
new custom fit bullet-resistant vest.
I look forward to working with our
new Police Chief Kim Nuesse
because she is a recognized expert
in police department budgets.
Pool: The pool had another
great summer in 2010. They again
were able to end the season in the
black with a profit of $4,490.17,
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which is rare for most municipal
pools. Mayor Eisentrout again was
able to procure an ODNR grant to
continue the next phase of pool
renovations. There were plenty of
great parties at the pool this past
summer, and pool maintenance and
land supervisor Tom Shannon made
a great suggestion of having a Ohio
State tailgating party at the end of
the 2011 pool season. Manager
John Friedel again ran the pool
flawlessly in 2010, and the
lifeguards and office workers did a
wonderful job.
Streets: The 2010 Street
Project was another great success
from the great efforts of the Mayor
and Village Engineer Mike
Flickinger. The project came in
under budget by $58,000 and was
completed on time. The Mayor
hopes to apply for another OPWC
grant-loan again in 2011 to finish up
our major street projects in the Park
Lane and Jordan Road area.
Thanks to Mayor Eisentrout, by the
end of 2012, all Village streets will
have been revitalized. With that,
the Village will have only normal
street upkeep for several years after
the 2012 project.
Bureau of Workers
Compensation: For 2010, the
Village again was able to join the
Ohio Municipal League group
program for workers compensation
because the Village has worked
diligently at implementing a
successful return-to-work program.
This means that, in 2011, the
Village will save appx. $44,000 each
year for five years.
2011 will continue to hold its
challenges for the Village because
of the economy, but with each
department continuing to watch its
expenses and applying for grants, I
have no doubt the Village can
maintain the great fiscal health we
have enjoyed for a long while.
Minerva Park continues to be a
great place to live, and it has been
an honor for me to serve as your
Clerk-Treasurer for the last 13
years. Remember to volunteer this

year for one of the many great
Community Association efforts.
2010 General Fund
Revenue .............................. $1,357,902.01
Property Tax ........................ $560,960.01
Income Tax (1%, 50% credit) ... $290,202.70
Inheritance Tax ..................... $230,793.71
Expenditures........................ $1,296,361.63
Street Fund ........................... $121,741.18
Police Department
By Chief Kim Nuesse ... The
Police Department continued its
cruiser rotation program, with the
new cruiser allocated for 2010
arriving in January. We have found
that purchasing new cruisers helps
save the Village money because
maintenance costs are held to a
minimum and the Village can get
more years of use before having to
trade in.
The Police Department
continued its community outreach
program, with our officers again
being recognized by Mothers
Against Drunk Drivers for
participating in the DUI Program.
For the third year in a row, the
department was recognized at the
2010 Westerville Cops ‘n’ Kids,
receiving 1st place in Kid’s Choice
and 2nd place in the Cruiser
competition. At the 2010 Franklin
County Fair Cops 'n' Kids, the
department received 3rd place in the
Cruiser Contest. November and
December brought the annual Cops
for Kids toy drive. Additionally, the
Police Department assisted the MP
Fire Department with its File of Life
program, designed to provide health
information during emergencies
when people are unable to speak for
themselves. With the Safety
Committee and Hawthorne
Elementary, the Department began
preparations for the May 14, 2011
Children's Safety Day.
Participation in the DUI program
resulted in a radar gun being
donated to the Village and also
made the Department eligible to
receive a free cruiser, but alas again this past year - that was not
to be.
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In the fall, the Village purchased
Mobile Vision in-car cameras for the
cruisers at a cost of $5,652, and
each officer received new body
armor at a cost of $5,701, with
existing vests being donated to the
Fire Department.
Foot patrols were increased,
especially at the earthen dam, to
help stem incidences of vandalism.
In August, during the Village
Garage Sale, the Department
auctioned off confiscated,
abandoned, and lost & found items
that it had collected during the past
year.
Chief Bobbie Hillard retired after
nearly 33 years of service to
Minerva Park, and Reserve Officers
Lt. Jeffrey Hunter and Sgt. James
Meade also retired.
In October, the Village
contracted with a Public Safety
Liaison to assist the Village in hiring
a police chief and to consult on
matters relating to the Department.
Your Police Department
continues its collaboration with area
agencies to help keep our Village
safe. Here are our 2010 statistics:
Dispatched runs ................................. 1,094
Nondispatched runs .............................. 548
Assist area agencies ............................. 323
Misdemeanor arrests .............................. 98
Felony arrests ......................................... 14
9-1-1 calls ............................................... 38
Accidents ................................................ 16
Animal Complaints ................................... 27
Assaults ................................................... 21
Auto thefts ................................................. 1
Breaking & entering false alarms ............. 25
Breaking & entering .................................. 2
Burglaries ............................................... 10
Burglary in progress false alarms ............ 26
Criminal damaging .................................... 5
Criminal mischief ........................................ 3
Deaths ...................................................... 7
Disturbance calls ..................................... 10
Dog running at large ................................. 3
Domestic disputes or violence ................. 17
Firearm violations ...................................... 2
Homicides ................................................. 0
Menacing ................................................ 11
Missing persons ...................................... 17
Motorist assists ........................................ 79
Obstructing official business ..................... 11
Passing bad checks .................................. 3
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Possession of drugs ................................ 12
Possession of drug paraphernalia ............. 8
Receiving stolen property ......................... 4
Robbery ................................................... 1
Robbery in progress false alarm ............. 21
Sex offense ............................................... 3
Stolen vehicle recoveries .......................... 6
Suicide attempts ....................................... 19
Suicides .................................................... 0
Suspicious people ................................. 127
Suspicious vehicles ............................... 102
Telephone harassment .............................. 7
Theft ........................................................ 31
Traffic citations ....................................... 797
Traffic warning citations ...................... 1,096
Trespassing .............................................. 4
Vandalism ................................................. 0
Mayor’s Court
By Christy Williamson, Clerk of
Courts, and Sara Schumacher,
Deputy Clerk of Courts ... 2010 was
our first full year of operating under
the new Mayor's Court software.
That software purchase has proved
very beneficial, and we have
collected thousands of dollars in
unpaid fines this year. We also
have hired Capital Recovery
Systems to aid us in collecting
fines. They have the capability of
locating people that we do not, and
there is no charge to the Village.
The end of 2010 brought a staff
change. Christi Nordman, the Clerk
of Courts since 2009, left for a fulltime position. Instead of hiring
another person to replace Christi,
Christy Williamson and Sara
Schumacher proposed the idea of
"job sharing" and assuming the
responsibilities of the Clerk of
Courts position together, while
simultaneously maintaining their
current job responsibilities. This
has been a very positive move for
the Village. It saves the Village
$13,000 a year, we were able to be
trained by Christi Nordman together
and have accomplished the job
sharing transition with success.
The public is invited to attend
Mayor's Court, held on every other
Tuesday at 5p. Here are the
statistics for 2010:
Number of court cases .......................... 328
Paid to State of Ohio ....................... $12,284

For MP Computer Fund ................... $1,511
For MP General Fund ................... $48,553
Total Receipts ................................ $62,093
Fire Department - EMS
By Chief Rick Hoechstetter ...
The Fire Department responded to
407 emergency calls in 2010,
representing a 24% increase over
2009. Eight percent of the calls
came from Minerva Park, 15% from
Blendon Township, 71% from
Columbus, and 6% came from
Westerville and other areas.
Members served a total of 8,287
hours in 2010; 71% of this total
were paid medic hours, and the rest
was volunteer time. The 10%
increase in time served this year is
a direct result of the good
relationships that have been
established with surrounding fire
service companies. I would like to
recognize the efforts of the entire
Department in this important area. I
also would like to express the
appreciation of our Department to
the Mayor and Council for their
continued support.
I also would like to recognize
the contributions of the officers and
members of the Fire Department in
the community outreach programs
organized this year, including
providing food service at the Village
Garage Sale in May, holding fire
safety programs during Fire Safety
week in October at Hawthorne
Elementary School, and the roll-out
of the File of Life Program, free to
Village residents. Please call the
Station (882-3375) or email
firechief@minervapark.org if you
would like to arrange delivery.
The Fire Department did not
make any major capital
expenditures this year. The medic
vehicle, monitors, radios, and all the
rest of the equipment appear to
remain in proper working order.
The Columbus Fire Alarm Office
recently updated its ComputerAided Dispatching (CAD) system to
include a data channel. This will
permit them to include information
other than the call data (such as
specific route maps or staging
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information) with each emergency
call. Unlike previous upgrades that
often have required us to add
entirely new equipment, the only
change we will need to make with
this upgrade will be to replace the
wireless modem attached to the
mobile data console on the vehicle
with a Sprint Air Card. The Nextel
rebanding effort (exchanging
existing radios for new digital radios
in exchange for the rights to our
existing 800 MHz bandwidth) is still
in the works. The joke going
around is that the Nextel Rebanding
Program should be complete in a
few years and always will be.
Fire inspections continued at
the usual pace this year, and there
were no major issues to report. We
are still waiting for the Bureau of
Underground Tanks and
Regulations (BUSTR) to issue an
administrative order that will require
the Payless Quick Stop (5620
Cleveland Avenue) tenants to take
the necessary action to remediate
the contamination issues that
remain following the removal in 2007
of the fuel storage tanks on the
property. The Tier I testing, which
was supposed to be completed by
October, was never done. I wish to
recognize Fire Inspector Tom
McClannahan again this year for his
exemplary efforts.
The 2010 run data are as
follows - we are proud to serve the
Village:
Illness .................................................... 167
Injury ...................................................... 89
Vehicle-related ........................................ 38
Difficulty breathing ................................... 41
Chest pain .............................................. 29
Fire ........................................................... 2
Other ....................................................... 41
Zoning
By Sara Schumacher, Zoning
Clerk ... The Planning and Zoning
Commission had a wonderful year
reviewing many applications in
2010. Several home improvements
were sought by residents, and
many new businesses opened
within the Village's commercial
district. The following applications
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were heard in 2010, totaling $1,155.
Building permits (garage) .......................... 1
Decks ........................................................ 2
Demolition ................................................. 1
Fences ...................................................... 8
Home business/occupation ........................ 3
Plumbing (hot water tanks) ...................... 10
Plumbing (remodel) ................................... 2
Room additions ......................................... 1
Sheds ....................................................... 2
Signs (commercial) .................................... 7
Variances ................................................. 2
Zoning compliance (commercial) ............... 3
Total cases ............................................. 42
Note the following schedule for
filing applications for hearings before
the Planning & Zoning Commission
for 2011:
by March 16 ................................ for April 5
by April 20 ................................... for May 3
by May 18 .................................. for June 7
by June 15 .................................. for July 5
by July 20 ................................ for August 2
by August 17...................... for September 6
by September 21 ................... for October 4
by October 19 .................... for November 1
by November 16 ................ for December 6
When the weather warms up
and you begin to think of home
improvements, please call the
Village (882-5743) and we will
assist you with any necessary
permits.
Zoning Violations
By Dick Busick, Code
Enforcement Officer (ret.) ... During
2010, there were 33 violation
notices written, and 5 citations
made into Mayor's Court, for a total
of 38. This was a significant
increase from the 29 notifications
sent in 2009. Many additional
issues were resolved via personal
contact with cooperative residents.
Of those receiving violation notices,
the highest numbers were for trailer
and vehicle code infractions,
followed by high grass or weeds,
home occupation permits, and
signage issues.
With us all working toward keeping
our Village "looking good," we also
will be keeping our property values
high. This past year we observed
numerous houses in various stages
of foreclosure because the severe

economic downturn, resulting in
Minerva Park making a significant
effort to work with out-of-town banks
and mortgage companies. For the
most part, this was a successful
effort, but continued vigilance will be
required to keep all our properties in
a neat and well trimmed manner.
Also we need to limit the storage of
trailers and boats in our driveways
to less than 48 hours for only
loading and unloading. New
residents should be aware that
erecting fences, installing sheds,
and operating home occupations all
require a Village permit.
The 2010 statistics follow:
Trailer-truck-automobile ........................... 20
High grass, weeds, trash ........................... 6
Home occupation permits ........................... 3
Signage issues, misc ................................. 6
MP Community Association
By President Lisa Craddock
Thitoff ... 2010 was a busy and
productive year for the Minerva Park
Community Association. With the
help of many new volunteers, we
were able to bring several new
events to our village and continue
events that have been around for
years, giving some of them a spark
of new life.
These volunteers came to us
mostly because of the efforts of our
new "volunteer coordinator" Bonnie
Townsend, who also leads our
Street Rep program. Currently the
number of street reps stands at 40.
During this past year our
Newcomers Committee, consisting
of Marie Takacs, has greeted 15
new home owners.
Glenda Morris, the new chair for
the Children's Committee, and her
helpers have revitalized the kids
parties (Easter egg hunt, Halloween
party, and the Christmas party) and
made Family Fun Night and
Founders Day even more fun for the
kids (and adults). This committee's
creativity is inspiring! Glenda is
reporting between 30 and 70 kids in
attendance at these events.
Our membership for 2009-2010
was 71% (403 homes). So far for
2010-2011, we are at 66% (378
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homes), according to membership
chair Marilyn Herboltzheimer. The
Community Association raised its
dues in 2010 to $20 (from $15) – the
first increase since 2004. These
additional funds and an aggressive
fundraising effort made it possible
for the Community Association to
underwrite the costs of a wide
variety of events.
The Green Team was added as
an official committee with Greg
Wittmann as chairman, at our May
meeting. This addition furthered the
commitment set forth in the MPCA
Constitution to "protect the
parklands and waters from adverse
activities and pollution." The Green
Team sponsored speakers on
various topics, such as Bill Dawson
from the Franklin Park Conservatory
(community gardens), Mike
Laughlin from Northridge Organic
Farm (organic gardening), AEP's
Greg Griffith (your energy footprint),
and arborist Chris Ahlum of Ahlum
& Arbor and Amy Stone of Ohio
State Extension in Lucas County
(emerald ash borer). The Green
Team has created an EAB
management plan and with the help
of Mayor Eisentrout applied for
funding for our Village to deal with
the devastation from the little green
bug. Along with all this, they
created a community garden,
hosted a rain barrel workshop, and
sold rain barrels. Green Team
member John Michels came up with
the golf raffle, a new fundraiser to
add to our existing pie, flower,
poinsettia, and wreath sales
fundraisers.
The Summer Music Series
headed by Sid Townsend brought
three open-air concerts to Minerva
Park - jazz, Dixieland jazz, and
country/pop. The MPCA had a
permanent patio built by the South
Lake to use as a stage for concerts
and other events (also used by the
storyteller at Halloween). We had a
resident (who chooses to remain
anonymous) kindly donate his
sound equipment and expertise for
the 2010 concerts.
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Councilman Matt Danzuso
became Council's Community Chair
and our liaison to Council.
While discussing the budget for
this year, we decided to bring back
the Nancy Fischer Scholarship, but
instead of the original two
scholarships for $250 each, we will
be doing one scholarship for $500
(minervapark.org/scholarship/).
Founders Day, Family Fun
Night, MinervaFlora events (garden
tour, garden contest, Festival of
Lights, clean-ups, perennial swap),
Candidates Night, Garage Sale,
Wine and Cheese at the pool, and
the many other services that the
MPCA hosts are expected to
continue into 2011.
A new group this year was
formed to identify special projects to
bring new and different ideas to our
neighborhood. The Duck Award for
outstanding citizen(s) in 2010 went
to the Green Team under the
leadership of Greg Wittmann. The
Northland Community Council's
2010 President's Award was given
to Bonnie (for all her help this year
in events too numerous to mention you name it, she probably was
involved) and Sid Townsend (for his
direction of the Summer Music
Series).
I would like to take this
opportunity to thank Community
Association board and all of the
volunteers who make our events
possible.
The Community Association
now has a Facebook account.
Search for "Minerva Park
Community Association" and
request to join the group. You must
be a member of the Community
Association to be in the group.
Mayor’s Office
By Mayor Lynn Eisentrout ...
Another year has come and gone,
and I have had the honor of serving
as your mayor for a little more than
7 years. 2010 was a year of moving
forward with some projects, most
notably a fifth street improvement
project, receiving approval for grant

funding for Phase 3 of our Pool
Renovation Program, and
remediation of the algae problems in
the North Lake. Not as much
progress was made with the creek
and ravine areas as I had hoped,
though. We have been somewhat
hampered by an unusual number of
public records requests that have
consumed a significant amount time
of the Clerk-Treasurer, my
Assistant, and me. Here is a brief
overview of 2010:
In January, we received word
from the Mid-Ohio Regional
Planning Commission that our
application for funding the 2010
Street Repair Project (resurfacing
Lakeland Court and the rest of
Lakewood Drive) had been referred
to the Ohio Public Work's
Commission's (OPWC) Small
Government Division for
consideration. We received
approval in May to move forward
with this project. As you may
recall, this project was combined
with the Maplewood Drive and
Farview Road construction projects,
streets originally submitted for
funding in the 2009 street project.
The good news is that we did not
run into any major problems and
came in $58,000 under budget.
An application requesting a
grant was submitted to the Ohio
Department of Natural Resources
(ODNR) in February for pool repairs
(replacing the remaining deck
around the pool and installing
access ramps). We received notice
from ODNR in September that our
grant application was approved. We
made a few additions to the project
(installation of a second access
ramp exiting the office into the pool
area, expanding the eating area,
and laying concrete in the triangle
adjacent to the children's slide).
In an ongoing effort to address
the algae problem in the North Lake
and in response to concerns from
residents living around the lake,
Council approved funds to install
aerators or "bubblers" in both lakes
and initiate an aggressive treatment
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program of the North Lake. The
efforts proved successful, and we
continue to monitor the situation.
Elmhurst Avenue resident Matthew
Danzuso was appointed at the
March Council meeting to fill the
vacancy left by Councilman Jeff
Rigg's resignation. The first of three
Coffees with Council was held
March 22 and was fairly well
attended. Thank you former
Councilman Dave Way for initiating
the idea.
In May, our contact at the
Census Bureau reported that the
Village had a good rate of return of
th Census forms, with about 80% of
our households responding. I was
alerted last spring that, in all
likelihood, we have another Gypsy
Moth infestation on the south side
of the Village. I hope to have the
Ohio Department of Agriculture
inspect in early spring. I would like
to express my appreciation to all of
you who supported the 4 mill
Replacement Levy in May. This
levy generates $115,010.32 for the
General Fund and supports all of
the services you have come to
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expect.
There were some staff changes
this year. Long-time Police Chief
Bob Hillard retired in September
after nearly 33 years of service to
the Village. Mayor's Court Clerk of
Courts Christi Nordman accepted a
full-time position with the
Westerville school system, and
Office Assistant Christy Williamson
was promoted to the Clerk position.
In an effort to save the Village
money, it was decided not to fill the
Office Assistant vacancy but to
appoint my Assistant and our
Zoning Clerk Sara Schumacher as
the Deputy Clerk of Courts to assist
Christy. We estimate that this will
save the Village about $13,000
annually. The Village honored Fire
Chief Rick Hoechstetter in January
for 25 years of service to Minerva
Park, and we sadly accepted Dick
Busick's retirement from both the
Code Enforcement and
Maintenance positions. Dick had
served the Village for many years
and will be sadly missed.
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Kevin R. Bacon
Attorney at Law

1 Hour Free
Consultation

• Wills & Trusts • Probate
• Real Estate
• Corporate, Small Business
6641 N. High St. - Suite 209
Worthington OH 43085
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(614) 785-6520 ext. 3
krb@appelhellstedt.com
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Joshua’s
Mowing & Trimming

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
• Lawn Care
• Landscaping
• Leaf Clean-up
• Snow Removal

joshuasmowingtrimming@yahoo.com

MP

890-5316

RESIDENT

890-5316 fax

As usual, autumn in Minerva
Park was lovely with all of the
beautiful colors and, of course,
leaves. Many residents seemed
very pleased with our leaf pick-up
program this past year, thanks to
John McKinney of McKinney
Landscaping for a job well done.
A second Replacement Levy
was approved by our residents in
November, a 1.9 mill levy generating
$73,630.40. We appreciate your
ongoing support. Also in November,
I issued a General Order directing
our Police Officers to concentrate
their law enforcement activities
within the political and geographical
boundaries of the Village while still
honoring reciprocal and mutual aid
agreements with neighboring
municipalities and agencies.
In closing, I want to thank all of
you for your support this past year
and say that I continue to enjoy my
job very much. I look forward to
making every effort to complete
pending projects. •
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