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Busick Appointed
to Village Council
Prior to its January meeting, the
Minerva Park Village Council
appointed Lou Busick, 2769
Minerva Lake Rd., to fill the last
vacant council seat. He will serve
a four-year term which began in
January. Lou is the director of
New Product Development for
the Oasis Corporation. He has
been involved with several
Village improvement activities,
including the MinervaFiora
Committee and the project to
restore the lake and Kilbourne
Run ravine. He and his wife,
Felicia, have been residents of
Minerva Park for more than six
years. They have a 3-year-old
daughter, Grace.
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Council wants 1998 to be the

"Year of the Lake"
Later this year, Minerva Park
Council will ask voters to approve
a 30-year bond issue to raise
approximately $250,000 to
reclaim the south lake and the
creek which feeds it, Kilbourne
Run. Its campaign, "1998- The
Yearofthe Lake," will emphasize
the Council's commitment to
making long-term improvements
to what many consider to be the
jewel in our village's crown,
according to Councilman Dave
Stahr, who is overseeing the
project.
Over many years, the
erosion ofthe banks of Kilbourne
Run and development upstream
have filled the south lake with silt
to the point that some ofthe lake
is now marsh-like and its deepest
areas measure only three feet.

Speak Up

The Villager encourages you to
speak out about what is happening
in Minerva Park. If you have any
comments, suggestions, or
questions you would like to be
published in our"Letterstothe Editor''
section, submit them with your name,
address, and phone number by the
published deadline to: The Villager,

Solutions to the problem have
been studied for years, but
several factors have kept
renovations from being made.
A couple of years ago,
Councilman Stahr began a new
study of the situation and has
provided recommendations for
dredging the lake and reinforcing
the creek shores. Environmental
studies have been completed,
dredging proposals are being
collected and evaluated, a site
has been secured for the deposit
of the sludge removed from the
lake, and the services of bond
attorneys Bricker & Eckler have
been retained.
Public meetings to discuss
the lake reclamation project and
bond issue will begin early this
spring.
MP

4J

3201 Minerva Lake Road, or in the
box atthe Community Building, 2829
Minerva Lake Road. We may agree
to publish your comments
anonymously, but will not accept
any submissions without knowing
who wrote them. We reserve the
right not to publish letters we deem
inappropriate.
1\tP

FEBRUARY CALENDAR
3 •..•.....•..•. NCC Election of Officers
9 (8:00p) .......... MP Council Meeting
11 (7:30p) ••...•........... MPCA Meeting
13 (5:00p) .....•..•.••. Villager Deadline
27 ..•.••.••.••.••...• NCC Annual Meeting
Late Feb •..•.•..•.••.•..• CPR Instruction
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Toddler-Preschool
Playgroup Forming

In the •••

[[][[)[E)[[]
Student of the Month
Melanie Fry, daughter of Hany &
Nancy Fry, was chosen as Student
of the Month for December in Mrs.
Weisenberg's 1st-grade class at
Hawthorne Elementary.

November 1997
In November, Medic 119 made 74
runs, including four into Minerva
Park and 21 into other areas of
Blendon Township - 37 patients
were transported to local hospitals.
Members volunteered a total of
1,244 hours for the month, bringing
the total year-to-date to 15,104.
Leading volunteers for the month
were Aaron Wilbur (182 hours),
Jonathan Shinkle (121 hours), and
Frank Meredith (103.5 hours).
Aaron Wilbur leads the year-todate totals with 1,100.3 hours.

December 1997
In December, Medic 119 made 82
runs, including six into Minerva Park
and 18 into other areas of Blendon
Township- 39 patients were transported to local hospitals.
Yearly totals: 981 total runs,
with 62 in Minerva Park and 292 in
other areas of Blendon Township.

CPR Class

MP Runs
11-12 .. Cleveland Ave., chest pain
11-15 .. Minerva Lake Rd., ill person
11-20 .. Minerva Lake Rd., possible
stroke
11-23 .. Lakewood Dr., allergic
reaction
12-1 .... Minerva Lake Rd., chest pain
12-3 .... Minerva Lake Rd., possible
heart attack
12-4 .... Cleveland Ave., ill person
12-4 .... Minerva Lake Rd., stove fire
12-17 .. Maplewood Dr., injured
person
12-29 .. Minerva Lake Rd., ill person

Recent Nuptials
MP residents Joan Harpst &
Thompson Little were married on
January 3 in a small ceremony at St.
Elizabeth Church. The Littles live
on Beny Lane Court.

I

Some Minerva Park
moms are
organizing a
playgroup for
children
ages 2 to 4.
The
group(s)
would meet
at a number
of fun and
educational
locations
throughout the
year. Interested
parents should contact Felicia
Busick at 794-3862 or
Tammy Bennett at 890-5913.

Upcoming Events
The annual Easter Egg Hunt is scheduled for Saturday, April 4, on
the lawn at Hawthorne Elementary School. This year, we will have
four age groups, and we are going to stagger the starting times. All
groups will begin promptly at their starting times. Don't be late!
10:40a
10:50a
11 :OOa
11:10a

.............. Babies through age 2
................ 3-, 4-, & 5-year-olds
.. Kindergarten & Grades 1 & 2
..................... Grades, 3, 4, & 5

The Egg Hunt is the Children's Committee's biggest event ofthe year.
We need help on the day of the egg hunt and before! There will be
an egg stuffing get-together atthe Community Building on Thursday,
March 19, at 7:30p. Please volunteer to help - it takes a lot of
people to make the egg hunt a success. Call Nancy Fry at 890-6845
or Tammy Bennett at 890-5913 if you can help.

•••
So you can start making plans ... the MP
annual garage sale will be held on
Saturday, May 16. In upcoming Villager
issues, there will be more information
concerning registration, the collective group
advertising, information packets for the
participating homeowners, etc.
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By Mary Yost

Preparation is
the KEY
This hardly seems like the season
for gardening, but some of the
most important work of the year
needs to be done now. It all
comes under the word, "planning."
Once the leaves fall, your property
is going to look the same for the
following five months (except for
the Christmas decorations which
are down by now).
This is the time to ...

give your yard
a good appraisal.
Would an evergreen planted near
the street make your yard seem
deeper? Should an evergreen
ground cover be added under
trees to give a better winter
look? (In shady areas, masses of
pachysandra or myrtle do a great
job and also do well in those spots
where the grass never grows well
over roots.) Are the deciduous
trees getting too big for their
spaces or creating too much
shade? (Good tree men can see
well now to thin trees by removing
crossing branches and shape
them with lateral pruning [do not
have trees topped!}. Call now
before everyone else gets the
same idea some nice spring day,
and you find the workers are
booked up for a month or more.)
Be sure to take a look at the

sides of your house. Last
autumn, when we were choosing
outstanding landscaping in
Minerva Park, someone
suggested a home to me, and I
agreed. But later, as I rode by
from the other direction, I turned
around for a second look and
found myself gazing at an
unattractive blank side wall. Don't
forget to check what your
neighbors see when they drive by,
looking out of their rear-view
windows.
Also, look out all of your own
windows around the house. Do
you have something pleasant to
view? A six-foot board fence can
hide a multitude of sins, but you
and your guests will have to look
at the junk. A shed may be a
necessity, but it can be screened
by a nice evergreen planting ... or
it can be landscaped like a small
house. Careful attention should
be given to the location of
firewood and mulch piles.
Remember, this is your "outdoor
living room."
What is good to look at in
winter? The most important of all
are evergreens. Taxus and
hemlocks take shade, but most
others need a sunny location. Try
to use various shades of green
and blue foliage, and both broadleafed and needled plants. There
are some of each to fit every
location. Hollies have colored
berries. Some shrubs and trees
have colorful bark. And consider
a variety of decorative yard flags
(like the Curry family at 2559
Lakewood). Maybe your front
door needs a different color to
make the entrance more inviting.
Perhaps your goose needs a new

outfit, or you may decide to
browse the garden stores for a
couple of nice garden ornaments.
By now, you have probably
received several garden
catalogues in the mail. If you
haven't check with other
gardeners (like Jeanne Blair and
Shirley Jones) for their spares or
for addresses of companies like
Wayside, Park Seed, White
Flower Farm, or Shady Oaks.
After making your list of the
plants you simply can't resist,
check with nurseries in the area to
if the plants are available locally.
If so, wait. You stand a better

Congratulations

chance of getting larger plants at
the correct planting time. If only
one nursery carries them, hurry to
place your order so you won't be
disappointed. Determine where
you'll plant now, before the plants
arrive, taking into account their
size when fully grown and their
preference for sun or shade. If
abundant blooms are the major
attraction, consider their
background. A pink or red variety
shows off better against a white
house than does a white-blooming
plant.
Other things to do ... Start
cutting back ornamental grasses,
gently shake snow off evergreens,
and watch for the first little bulbs
(like winter aconite &
showdrops) to open- spring is
coming!
MP
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lllll YOU KNOW'
THE ROAD TO WESTERVILLE (Continued)

. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - , Due to the popularity of the streetcar line, and at the urging of the City of
Westerville, the Columbus Central Railway continued construction of their
"Green Line" north toward Westerville. A wooden TRESTLE BRIDGE
was built just five yards south of the present Minerva Lake Road between
the present North and South Lakes with a single track laid on top. You can
see the trestle bridge just under the carriage bridge in the photo on the left,
we are looking
south. The line r:==-»»===--==--------------,
continued east
.'Z\ along
what
.__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _··_~--'·· today is the
utility easement
for houses on the south side of Minerva Lake Road.
You can see one of the culvert bridges built for the
trolley at the rear of 3071 Minerva Lake Road. The
track continued due east until it struck the Clinton and
Blendon Pike, a mile and a half south of the Alum Creek
bridge. At this junction the tracks turned due north
towards Westerville.
'---------------------..J
The Clinton and B/endon Pike was built by a stock company known by the name of the Clinton and Blendon Plank
Road Company. The company was organized in 1853, and built the eight mile road at a cost of $16,000 from the
"forks", or as it is now called, Lockwin Avenue in Linden to County Line Road north of Westerville. The plank
structure was constructed in the middle of the old mud road and was considered something wonderfUl in those days.
The foundation was made of heavy stringers running lengthwise of the road, on top with heavy planks, making a
roadway eight feet wide. This lasted for probably I 0 years before it began to seriously show the ravages of time,
and then as it gave way, the worn out portions were filled in with gravel for the foundation of the new road that was
built. During the excavation for the trolley tracks, parts of this old plank structure were dug up. Today the Clinton
and Blendon Plank Road is known as the Westerville Toll Road (Route 3).

, - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - , O n Sept 19, 1895 the Minerva Park
"Green Line" was completed to the
'
..\.
City of Westerville, passing through the
center of State Street.
The entire line from Linden to
Westerville was constructed with six
inches of crushed rock thoroughly
tempered and rolled before the ties
were placed. The rails were made by
the Illinois Steel Co., of Chicago, they
were "T" shaped and each weighed
fifty-six pounds to the yard.
The streetcar's average rate of speed
along the entire route was 12 miles an
hour. It would take 45 minutes to one

========================== hour
to travel from
downtown Columbus.
To be continued ......
I Oth in the series

Westerville to
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IL<:fOE
WATCH
Our neighborhood is undertaking a program to reduce
the opportunity for residential crimes to occur by
establishing a block watch. This network of concerned
citizens will communicate with other neighbors and the
MP Police Dept. regarding crime-related problems.
Two training sessions have been scheduled: March
16 & March 23, 7:00p - 9:00p, at the Community
Building. This month, we will contact those residents
who expressed interest by filling out the survey last year.
Anyone else who would like to participate, too, is welcome
and may contact either Chief Bob Hillard at 882-1408
or Lynn Eisentrout at 891-0895.
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~~rthland t~mmuni~ ~until
The 21 communities comprising the Northland
Community Council will elect officers at the regular
Tuesday, February 3, meeting.
New officers will be sworn in at the NCC
annual meeting on Friday, February 27, at Little
Turtle Country Club.
The Development Committee is currently
dealing with multi-family projects near Hamilton &
Morse, an assisted-living project off Cooper Road,
and an update of the Northland Plan.

MPCA Children's Christmas Party ... and Easter Egg Hunt
Once again this year, Minerva Park children were
fortunate to spend some time with Jolly Ole St. Nick.
Santa took time out of his busy schedule to visit with
kids, get his picture taken, and help lead the children in
traditional Christmas carols.
The party was attended by 37 children, a great turnout for a cold December 7! The kids got their pictures
taken with Santa and decorated a picture holder for the
special picture. There were also other crafts and games
to keep the children busy.
Snacks were provided, and fun was had by all when
Jenny Johnston helped Santa lead
everyone in carols.

We extend our special
thanks to Tim Becker
and Rebecca
MacDowell.
... and to Santa's helpers:
Bakers: Tammy Bennett, Jeanne Blair, Felicia Busick,
Lynn Eisentrout, Rella Kehl, and Jean Ridenour
(mother of Suzanne Coulter).
Set-up: Tammy Bennett, Michelle Cunningham, and
Nancy Fry.
Craft Workers: Tammy Bennett, Felicia Busick, Janet
Kohn &daughter Carrie Kohn, Angela Parsons, Karen
Rhodes, and Jeri Wunderle .
... and to Claudette Shannon for again making the
wonderful chocolate suckers that Santa handed out to
the children. This took a lot of time and hard work, and
the Children's Committee is very appreciative.

The next children's event is the Easter Egg Hunt on
Saturday, April4. Look on page 2 for the timing details.
We need helpers ... for stuffing eggs, and for other
things. Please contact Tammy Bennett at 890-5913 or
Suzanne Coulter at 891-7346 if you can help.
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Charles Knight, our most recent
new neighbor from Newark, resides at 2719 Lakewood.
Deryl Payne, raised in
Fredericktown, has moved from
West Virginia to 3082 Minerva
Lake Rd.
Dolores Luptak, formerly living
at Westerville's Foxtrail Circle
E., now resides at 2818 Minerva
Lake Rd.

Teresa & Martin Bridgette, with
son Darragh (15 mo), have
moved from Sunbury Rd. to 2676
Minerva Lake Rd. Their origin is
Dublin, Ireland, just 7 years ago.
Lisa & Edward Hard with sons,
Andrew (6) and Matthew (2),
moved to 2821 Maplewood.
Dr. Edward's parents also live in
Minerva Park.

If you learn of any new residents, please advise the
Newcomers Committee by calling Jim Kehl at 794-0047.

12-7 ... 11-year-old reported
missing, 2700 block of
Lakewood Dr. - later
found and returned home.
12-7 ... appx. 4:00p, at 5254
Cleveland Ave., a clerk
was threatened by an irate
customer.
12-9 ... appx. 3:40p, at 5312
Cleveland Ave., the
business owner was
threatened by an irate job
seeker.

Jllrne'tco Cf>mlc CLASSIFIED

444-ROOF
(7663)

• Licensed • Bonded • Insured • Residential • Commercial •

12-10. on 12/6, merchandise was
ordered with the credit
card of a Minerva Lake
Rd. resident.
12-13. appx. 7:30p, 5400 Cleveland Ave., cashier was
robbed at gun point.
12-14 . appx. 2:20p, 5400 Cleveland Ave., shopper fled
without paying $622.
12-15. at 2:15p, 5400 block of
Parklane Dr., false alarm.
12-16 . 2:20a, 5216 Cleveland
Ave., false alarm.

I#·······················~
BABYSITTER
I
I 12-year-old girl. Red Cross Certified. Weekends or Evenings. I
Call Crissy at 891-0537.

~--·····················#

12-23 . 2:30p, 5400 block of
Parklane Ct., false alarm.
12-25 . appx. 4:20p, 2600 block of
Alder Vista Dr., false
alarm.
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JHine1vo. cpo.,\IQ CLASSIFIED

~M ROOFING~
HUGHES

Seamless Gutters & Sheetmetal
2777 Wildwood Rd.

882-0811
Work Guaranteed •

Fully Insured •

Free Estimates

It's that time of year again!

INCOME TAXES
If you dread this time of year because
you're not familiar with the IRS way of
doing things and you haven't read up on all of
the new tax laws for 1997, let someone who is
familiar with all of these items - and has 10 years of
accounting and personal tax experience- fill out your tax
forms this year. You will either lower your tax bill to the
state and federal governments, or you will get back more
money from the government than you thought possible!

Thinking of Selling Your Home?
Here's a Reason to Call

BONNIE LIMES
891-0180 or 882-5313
"My Professional Goal is to Exceed
Your Expectations with a Genuine
Commitment to Your Best Interests."
• Long-time Resident of
Minerva Park
• Selling Homes in Minerva
Park for the past 15 Years
• Past President of the
Northeast Area Realtors
Association
• Member of the Columbus
Board of Realtors $10
Million Club

Suzanne Coulter

~

Omu~21
... r

891-7346

RESIDENT

Joe Walker & Assoc.

3128 MinE!IVa Lake Rd.

Yourbeart

~

Bonnie Limes

-

CRS,GRI

@
RESIDENT
for 31 years!

ma~ faj[ ~ou1 but we won't!

Minerva Park Place Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
reminds you that February is American Heart Month,
and the key to a healthy heart is balanced meals,
exercise, and regular check-ups.
However, ifyourheartshould fail you, the Specialized
Cardiac Rehabilitation program at Minerva Park Place
Nursing and Rehabilitation Center provides:

Minerva Park Place
Nursing tmo Rehabiliwtion Center
5460 Cleveland Avenue

882-2490
A VENCOR FACILITY

Q
Q
Q
Q

Physical, Occupational, and Speech Therapy
Respiratory Therapy
24-hour Registered Nurse Coverage
Individual Discharge Planning
Q Patient & Family Education
Remember, paper hearts and candy hearts may
come and go, but your heart needs to last a lifetime.

American

HEART
~th

